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Emily Lane: Advising Philosophy
As an academic adviser, I will prioritize building healthy rapport and relationship with each of my advisees. I will take interest in their lives and document what I learn to use each advising session as a stepping stone to the next. I will inquire about their interests both personally and academically to help them develop a realistic plan to achieve their goals. I will strive to be welcoming to students from all cultures and establish a safe space for them to express their views and values. 
An academic adviser’s priority is to be a student advocate because advisers have the unique opportunity to be involved with their advisees throughout the students’ time at the university. My goal as an academic adviser is to use the tools I have learned such as questioning and listening to understand issues that the students encounter and investigate all aspects of those issues to find a solution that is suitable for all involved. For example, if a student is having an issue, I would try to view the conflict from multiple perspectives and communicate each perspective to the student to ultimately come to a resolution. I will aspire to uphold the trust of my advisees and support the policies and mission of the university with each advising interaction.
I will take clear, organized notes of each advising session to update the university of the student’s progress, but I will be careful to protect the student’s private information and only share it if necessary. I will collaborate with other university offices when relevant such as the health center, career services, and financial aid offices. When communication with family members is required, I will uphold FERPA regulations and protect the student’s information. It is foundational that the choices I make are student focused with the intention of providing the best academic support I can while also doing no harm to the student or the university.
Finally, I will strive to become a life-long learner through joining advising professional organizations, engaging in communication with potential employers, and conscious networking with higher education professionals. It is important to me to stay current with best advising practices through continual learning. I will stay attentive to the national and state debates to maintain current understanding of topical issues. Through acknowledging changing regulations regarding institutional funding, purpose and general trends I will be able to better advise and serve my students. Most importantly, I will support the institution that employees me and strive to reflect their mission to each student and colleague I encounter. I will support and honor the institution as I represent them as an adviser.
