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I reviewed cost and financial aid data from IPEDS for Meredith College.  
It is distinctive that 96% of students receive grants or scholarship aid, and 64% of students utilize student loan aid. This makes sense as the yearly living expense and tuition and fees in 2017-2018 were $50,796. Financial aid is surely necessary to recruit students to Meredith College with such high tuition. It is also distinctive that 7% of students receive an average amount of $15,535 in other student loans. This is a substantial financial burden that students must face in the future. There are also opportunities for first-generation or financially underprivileged students through 34% of students being Pell Grant recipients.
This data indicates that Meredith College likely recruits both students who can afford the college, and “cost-sensitive" students by reducing the sticker price for most students. There are also many scholarships from various departments within the college which could be an attempt to recruit students with specific interests and talents into their programs.
As yearly tuition is quite high and there are financial aid packages available, it is likely that most students must weigh the potential benefits of a liberal arts education at Meredith with the future burden of debt.
I learned a lot from the discussion posts. I really appreciate the direct comparison of two-year degree student charges versus four-year degree student charges. It put a lot of perspective on the financial benefits of taking advantage of transfer agreements between a student’s local community college and the surrounding four-year institutions. This discussion is also the first time I viewed residential institutions through a financial lens. It is surprising how much the cost of living on-campus could add up, and I wonder if the requirement would cause financial stress for students. 
Reflecting again on Meredith College’s student charges after evaluating many of my peer’s institutional student charges, I notice that 31% of students receiving Pell Grants is slightly above average for a private, four-year institution. Regarding all students who receive any grant or scholarship aid, Meredith is substantially above the other institutions reported in the discussion with 96% of students at Meredith college receiving aid. Of the four-year institutions mentioned, Penn State has the next highest percent of students receiving any grant or scholarship aid with 64%. 
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Student Financial Aid, 2017-18

Percent receiving aid

All undergraduate students

Any grant or scholarship aid 96%
Pell grants 31%
Federal student loans 62%

Full-time, first-time, degree/certificate-seeking undergraduate students

Any student financial aid 100%
Grants or scholarship aid 99%
Federal grants 34%
Pell grants 34%
Other federal grants 0%
State or local grants and scholarships 49%
Institutional grants and scholarships 99%
Student loan aid 64%
Federal student loans 63%
Other student loans 7%

Average amount of aid received

$21,874
$4,656
$6,872

$22,212
$4,626
$4,599
$3,724
$4,885
$18,235
$7,418
$5,769
$15,535
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@ Student Charges

Cost of attendance for full-time, first-time, degree/certificate-seeking undergraduates: Academic year 2018-19

Published tuition and required fees $37,176
Books and supplies $850
On-campus room and board $10,930
On-campus other expenses $1,840
Off-campus (not with family) room and board $10,930
Off-campus (not with family) other expenses $1,840
Off-campus (with family) other expenses $1,840
Total Cost

On-campus $50,796
Off-campus (not with family) $50,796
Off-campus (with family) $39,866

Typical tuition and required fees for full-time students: Academic year 2018-19

Level of student Tuition and required fees

Undergraduate $37,176

Graduate $11,573




